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BOROUGH  OF  EVESHAM. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  year  1925. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

With  the  consent  of  the  County  Council  I was  on  the  6th 
March  1926  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Hjealth  f(or  the 
Borough  of  Evesham.  My  first  duty  is  to  refer  with  deep 
regret  to  the  death  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  G.  H. 
Fosbroke. 

Dr.  Fosbroke  was  appointed  on  the  26th  August  1873  as 
Medical  Officer  for  the  Stratford-on  Avon  Combined  Sanitary 
District  which  included  your  area  and  for  52  years  acted  as 
Afedical  Officer  for  your  District. 

Dr.  F'osbroke  was  a pioneer  in  the  Public  Health  Service 
and  his  influence  on  the  health  of  the  County  is  proved  in  a 
remarkable  degree  by  the  great  decrease  in  mortality  rates. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  require  the  Annual  Report  for  1925 
to  be  a Survey  Report  so  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  deal  as 
far  as  I can  with  progress  made  in  the  last  five  years,  and  to 
indicate,  where  necessary,  any  development  of  Public  Flealth 
Services. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,265 

Population  1921  ...  ...  ...  8,685 

Population,  estimated  1925  ...  ...  8^^606 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1921  ...  2,030 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

1921  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,070 

Rateable  value  per  current  Valuation  List 

for  Public  Health  purposes  ...  £45,788  16  6 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  for  Public 
Flealth  purposes: 

(a)  On  District  Fund  produces  ...  £157  12  o 

(b)  (Jn  Borough  Fund  produces  ...  £163  o o 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 

OF  AREA. 


The  Borough  of  Evesham  is  a Centre  of  the  market 
gardening  industry. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Births 

Legitimate 

15^ 

76 

75 

1 Birth-rate 

18. 1 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

2 

) 

Deaths 

81 

5-2 

29 

Death-rate 

9-4 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  I from  otlier  causes,  nil. 

in  consequence  of  Childbirth  | from  sepsis,  nil. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  ol  age  per  i,ooo  births; — 51 
Legitimate,  8;  Illegitimate,  nil.  Total,  8. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ..  .•  Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ..  i 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  agej  ...  Nil 

During  the  last  five  years  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity 
have  been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  area.  Conditions  of 
occupation  or  enAuronment  do  not  appear  to  have  had  a 
prejudicial  effect  on  health. 


GENER.YL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  the  County"  Council. 

The  following  Hospital  accommodation  exists  : — 

(1) .  Tuberculosis : The  Knightwick  Sanatorium  and 

various  Institutions  provided  or  maintained  by  the 
County  Council  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

(2) .  Maternity : None. 

(3) .  Children : Certain  cases  are  treated  at  the 

EvesITam  Hospital. 

(4) .  Fever:  At  Bengeworth  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 

provided  jointly  by  the  Evesham  Corporation  and 
the  Evesham  Rural  District  Council.  (No.  of 
beds,  50). 

(5) .  Smallpox:  At  Haselor,  at  the  Smallpox 

Hospital  provided  jointly  by  the  Evesham  Cor- 
poration and  the  Evesham  and  Pei  shore  Rural 
District  Councils. 


(b)  Provision  tor  Unmarried  Mothers,  IleectItimate 
Infants  and  Homeless  Children. 

None  other  than  that  provided  by  the  Poor-law  Institution 
Infirmary  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  at  The  Cottage  Homes, 
-Hampton,  near  Evesham. 

(c)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

An  Ambulance  is  available  for  removal  of  Infectious  cases. 
■A.  “Red  Cross”  ambulance  is  also  available. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

A Voluntary  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  (Con- 
sultation and  Treatment)  has  been  established  in  the  Borough 
under  the  supervision  of  a Committee  of  Voluntary  Workers. 
By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  a whole-time  Health 
Visitor  attends  this  centre  once  a week  and  there  carries  out 
the  duties  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  This  County 
Council  visitor  (Nurse  Vineall.)  also  undertakes  the  Home 
visiting  of  infants  in  the  Borough. 

The  work  undertaken  by  Miss  Vineall  and  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Voluntary  Helpers  (under  the  Chairmanship  of  Mrs. 
Wilson)  is  and  has  been  of  great  value  in  the  saving  of  infant 
life.  There  is  a School  Clinic  and  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
in  the  Borough  both  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

No  day  Nursery  has  been  established. 

(e)  Public  Health  Staff. 

The  following  are  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the 
Council : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  G.  E.  Harthan,  B.A.,  Camb. 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  J.  Abbott,  C.R.S.I.,  M.I.M. 

and  C.E. 

(f)  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g.  Measles,  etc. 

No  general  nursing  arrangements  are  made  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Council  or  the  Town  Council,  but 
there  is  a Voluntary  Nursing  Association  affiliated  to  the 
County  Nursing  Association,  by  whom  two  District  Nurses 
are  employed.  These  two  Nurses  undertake  General  Nursing 
and  Midwifery  work  and  visit  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  behalf 
of  the  County  Council. 

For  the  latter  services  the  County  Council  make  a grant 
to  the  Association  of  £90  per  annum. 

(g)  Midwives. 

There  are  six  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough;  this 
number  includes  the  two  District  Nurses. 
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These  women  are  supervised  by  the  County  Council.  No 
one  of  the  mid  wives  receives  a subsidy  from  that  body,  and 
from  the  County  Reports  it  would  appear  that  this  work  is 
satisfactory  and  no  scarcity  of  midwives  exists. 

(h)  Chemical  Work. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  Shirehall,  Worcester,  where  diphtheria  antitoxin 
and  other  sera  or  vaccines  are  stored. 

(i)  LE(.TSL.\TiOX  IN  Force. 

The  following-  is  a list  of  the  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in 
the  Borouifh,  and  the  dates  when  they  were  adopted;  — 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890,  except  parts 
4 and  5. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907,  parts  2,  3,  4 
and  5;  and  Sections  92,  93  and  94  of  part  10  are  in  force  in  the 
Borough  under  Order  of  Local  Government  Board,  dated  llth. 
September  1908,  with  such  conditions  and  adaptions  as  are 
contained  in  such  Local  Government  Board  Order.  Part  7 
(Police)  Sections  78,  97,  80,  81  and  86  and  part  8 (Fire  Brigade) 
the  whole  part,  are  also  in  operation  in  the  Borough  under  an 
Order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  (Home  Office)  made  at  same 

time.  . 

The  Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts  are  also  in  force  m the 

Borough. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  was  adopted  at  the  time 
but  this  has  now  become  entirely  a general  Act. 

The  Public  Libraries  Acts  and  Burial  Acts  are  also  in  force 
here,  and  have  been  for  many  years. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act  1892  is  not  in  force  in  the 
Borough. 


BYE-LAWS. 

Nuisances 

Slaughterhouses 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 


■6th.  Auirust  1884. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

As  1 have  so  recently  been  appointed  Medical  Officer  it 
is  impracticable  for  me  to  give  in  this  report  the  full  details 
asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  as  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  made  a fairly  comprehensive  report  on  these 
matters  I refer  you  to  the  appendix  where  his  report  will  be 

seen. 
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HOUSING. 

'File  following  table  is  supplied  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  gives  information  on  this  subject:  — 

HOUSING  STATISTIGS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (^b)  ) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (i)Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  346 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspec= 
tion  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Conscxlidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub=head)  found 
not  to  be  in  ail  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  4 

3.  — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers. 

A . Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1) ^  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ' 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ■ ■ ■ / 

(b)  Bv  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ... 


4« 

42 

6 


8 


B.  Proceedin,:^s  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  v 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 


' Set  out 
> in 
Separate 
Keports. 


(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view 
to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-  y^one. 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


'inspection  and  SUPER^'IS10N  OF  FOOD. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County 
Police.  All  food  shop's  and  slaughter-houses  are  under  the 
supervision  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  are  visited  both 
periodically  and  promiscuously. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSITOPS. 

Two  detects  were  found  in  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
in  your  District  during  the  year  and  both  these  were  remedied. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  refer  any  nuisance  to  H.M. 
Inspector  during  the  year. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  followin^e;  Table  ,^■ives  the  causes  of  death  during 
1925,  viz. 


Causes  ot  Death  (Civilians 
only). 

Males. 

I Temales. 

Totals. 

Whooping-  Cougfh 

! 1 

1 _ 

I 

Influenza 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

r. 

Cancer,  Malig-nant  Disease  ... 

7 

I 2 

Diabetes 

2 

I 

3 

6 

Cerebral  Hasmorrhag-e,  etc.  ... 
Heart  Disease  ... 

5 

.s 

'2 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Duodenum 



2 

7 

■Appendicitis  and  Tvjihlitis  ... 



I 

] 

-Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

T 

1 

Cong-enital  Debilitv,  etc. 

I 

I 

0 

Suicide  ... 



-> 

0 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ... 

1 

_ 

i 

Other  defined  diseases 

TO 

6 

16 

1 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

I 

Totals  ...  ...| 

■ 52  i 

20  1 

Si 

TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEMES. 

The  Scheme  supervised  by  the  County  Council  applies  to  this 
area  and  local  cases  are  sent  either  to  Sanatoria  or  receive 
Dispensary  and  hcnne  Supervision  as  may  he  advised. 

There  is  a local  Dispensary  at  the  “Nissen  Hut,”  Briar 
Close,  which  is  attended  weekly  by  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 

Complete  co-operation  exists  between  the  County  and 
District  Authorities. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take'  any  action  under  Section  62 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1925  durino-  the  past  year. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  facilities  afforded  by  the  County  Scheme  are  available 
but  by  reason  of  secrecy  imposed  no  information  exists  as  to 
the  prevalence  of  this  disease  in  the  Boroui;h. 

Cases  can  attend  at  five  Centres,  the  nearest  being'  at  the 
Worcester  Infinnary,  where  clinics  are  held  for  women  on 
Wednesdays  at  2.15  p.ni.  and  Saturdays  at  3.1^  p.m.  and  for 
men  on  Wednesdays  at  3.15  p.m.  and  Saturdays ^at  2. 15  p.m. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 
These  are  ,^i\en  in  the  following  table,  viz. : — 


Agre  Groups. 
Under  i year 
1 — 2 years 


3—4 
5-6 
7-8 
()— 10 
) 1 — 15 
16 — 20 


2i—2S 
36 — 45 
46 — 65 
66  and  o 


er 


Totals 


Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria. 

Cases.  Deaths.  Cases.  Deaths. 


I 

I 


I 

I 

1 

! 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Only  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  these  occurred,  viz.  : One  in  April,  one  in  September, 
one  in  October  and  one  in  November. 

All  four  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


The  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  one  in 
September  and  one  in  December. 

Both  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
Smallpox. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 


It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  Borough  has  been 
remarkably  free  from  Infectious  Diseases,  no  cases  of 
above  diseases  being  notified  during  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  age  incidence  of  the  9 
notified  cases; — ^ 

Cases  Notified.  Deaths. 

Age  Groups.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

LTder  i year  ...  — — — • — • — — — — 

I — 5 years  — — — — — • — — — 

16 — 20  ,,  — 1 I — i — — — 

21 — 25  ,,  — — — — I 1 — — 

26—35  ' I _ _ _ _ — _ 

36—45  2 — — — 2 — — — 

46—55  — 2 — — 1 _ _ _ 

56 — 65  ,,  — — — — — — — — 

66  and  upwards  — — ■ — — — — — — 

Totals  ...  4 4 I ■ — 5 1 — — 


Number  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  2 
Total  number  of  Tuberculosis  deaths  ...  6 


SCHOOLS  CLOSED  DURING  1925. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  following  School 
during  the  year  : — 

School.  Closed  from  Until  Cause. 

Bengeworth  C.E.  Infants  19th  May  15  June  Measles 

I append  the  report  of  Mr.  J.  Abbott  your  Suiweyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  E.  HARTHAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Evesham  Borough  District. 

County  Public  Health  Offices, 

29,  Foregate  Street, 

Worcester. 


April,  1926. 


f 
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BOROUGH  OF  EVESHAM. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Tear  1925. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  fuby 
investigated  and  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  the  necessary  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection.  After  patients  had  been  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Flospftal  for  treatment,  their  homes  and  clothing 
were  fumigated  with  formalin  vapour,  and  an  examination 
made  of  the  premises. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

These  premises  including  utensils  for  milk  were  found 
clean  and  in  good  order.  It  is  regretted  that  in  no  instance 
have  wholesale  Traders,  Producers,  or  Pmweyors  of  Milk  in 
the  district  taken  steps  to  apply  for  a certificate  for  their  Milk 
to  be  graded  or  licensed  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Ajnend= 
ment)  Act  1922.  There  is  only  one  Milk  Purveyor  (a  Milk- 
Producer)  outside  the  IDistrict  who  guarantees  his  milk  free 
from  tuberculosis.  I have  ascertained  that  a \Tterinary 
Surgeon  periodically  tests  his  cows  for  this  infection. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  four  registered  and  one  licensed  Slaughter 
Hou.ses. 

Some  358  lbs.  of  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption  were 
condemned  during  the  year. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  kept  in  a reasonably 

clean  condition.  _ , , , n i-. 

It  is  very  necessary  for  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regu- 
lations, 1924.  to  be  enforced.  Meat,  ham,  and  bacon  should 
not  be'  exposed  to  contamination  from  dust,  dirt,  and  other 
filth. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  four  Common  Lodging  Houses  have  been  periodically 
inspected.  Notices  have  been  given  to  cleanse  the  interiors, 
bedding,  and  yards. 
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I^\CT( )R I ES  AN D WOR K S II  ( )PS. 


Inspections  of  these  i)reinises  have  been  made,  Sanitary 
conditions  in  bake=houses  have  been  given  partictilar  attention. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  refuse  has  been  regularly  collected  and  deposited  at 
the  tipfields.  During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  a site 
for  a tip  in  Badsey  Lane.  A new  Refuse  Destructor  is  in 
course  of  construction. 

OPEN  AIR  SWIMMING  BATH. 

A new  Bath  with  Dressing  Boxes  has  been  constructed 
for  Summer  bathing.  This  was  used  during  a part  of  last 
Summer. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Waterworks. 

The  water  supply  to  the  consumers  has  been  constant  and 
maintained  without  any  curtailment  during  the  year.  The 
amount  of  water  used  for  all  purposes  is  far  too  great.  The 
Corporation’s  Waterworks  Department  have,  from  time  to 
time,  caused  notices  to  be  inserted  in  the  local  newspapers, 
warning  consumers  against  wastage  of  water.  These  notices. 
I regret  to  state,  have  had  little  or  no  effect.  As  a guard 
against  unnecessary  waste  of  water  in  the  future  the  Water 
Supply  Sub-Committee  in  accordance  with  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Town  Council  are  considering  the  putting  in  of  meters 
to  large  consumers’  premises,  and  this  should  have  the  desired 
effect  of  reducing  the  consumption. 

The  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of  the  town 
water  continue  to  indicate  a very  high  standard  of  quality  and 
purity. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Any  matters  affecting  the  pollution  of  the  River  Avon  are 
dealt  with  by  the  County  Council’s  Analyst. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  whole  of  the  town  is  sewered  except  at  the  extreme 
boundaries  where  there  is  very  little  property. 

Since  the  new  sprinklers  were  installed  a few  years  ago 
at  the  Sewage  Works  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

The  sewage  effluents  produced  by  tank  and  filter  treatment 
have  been  satisfactory.  No  chemicals  are  used. 
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SCAVENGING  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Matters  under  these  heads  are  dealt  with  in  the  “Sanitary 
Work”  part  of  the  Report. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

There  has  been  no  nuisance  arising  from  smoke.  Local 
readings  of  atmospheric  impurity  are  not  taken. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS. 

Controlled  by  Byelaws  or  Regulations. 

Byelaws  in  force  deal  with  Lodging  Houses  and  Offensive 
ITades.  There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  (Housing 
.Act,  1925.  section  18  (i) ),  in  the  town. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  fifty  two  houses  were  erected  by  the  Town 
Council  on  the  Bengeworth  Housing  Site.  The  whole  of  these 
are  now  occupied 

A site  of  ten  acres  and  a quarter  of  market  garden  ground 
has  been  acquired  in  Briar  Close  for  a Housing  Site  and  it  is 
proposed  to  proceed  shortly  with  the  laying  out  of  new'  roads 
and  construct  sewers  there,  and  erect  over  a hundred  houses 
of  the  Subsidy  type  by  the  Corporation  and  Private  Enterprise. 

It  is  hoped  to  reduce  to  some  extent  overcrowding  by  the 
provision  of  this  Housing  Scheme.  Efforts  are  being  made 
to  get  the  poorer  class  of  property  situated  in  healthy  areas 
improved.  This  class  of  property  is  occupied  by  poor  people 
who  pay  small  rents  and  owners  are  not  prepared  to  do  more 
than  keep  the  property  in  a reasonable  state  of  sanitary  repair. 
Property  situated  in  unhealthy  areas  wdll  be  condemned  from 
time  to  time.  The  overcrowding  referred  to  applies  to  some 
of  the  houses  let  in  lodgings,  i.e.,  where  tw^o  families  are  living 
in  one  house. 

There  are  no  tents,  vans,  sheds.  N'C.,  let  for  human  occu= 
pation. 

IN.SPECTIO'N  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

This  subject=matter  is  dealt  wdth  in  another  part  of  the 
report.  The  County  Council’s  Inspectors  take  samples  under 
the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  in  this  District. 

J.  ABBOTT. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

f'*'))ruary,  1026 


BOROUGH  OF  F.VESHAM. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1Q25. 


Infectious  Disease'  No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifi-i 


able  disease 

17 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.  dis- 

infected  or  destroyed 

14 

Houses  (Housing-, 

No.  of  houses  erected 

54 

Town  Planning-, 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ... 

346 

etc..  Act,  lyog) 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved  ... 

8 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ... 

6 

House-drains 

No.  laid  or  relaid  ... 

4 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  ... 

4 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ... 

52 

No.  of  house-drains  tested 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and 

54 

urinals  rectified 

4 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  in- 

spected 

2 

Water  Closets 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

I 

Scavenging 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was 
removed  ...  ...  ...  estimated 

2104 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  ... 

7 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  ... 

9 

No.  of  loads  of  ashes  from 

2104  houses 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  ... 

Weekly  and 

twice  weekly 
from  centre  of 

tovvn 

Smoke  Nuisances 

No.  under  observation 

I 

No.  abated  ... 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

No.  under  observation 

5 

(Sec.  1 12  P.H.A. 

No.  improperly  conducted  (notice  to 

1875,  Sec.  51 
P.H.A.A.A.  1Q07) 

cleanse  cooking  utensils) 

I 

Water  Supply 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks 

during  year 

54 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for 

analysis 

10 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for 

which  water  certificates  were  given 

54 

Slaughter  Houses 

No.  registered 

4 

No.  licensed  ...  

I 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  

4 

.At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried 

Weekly 

out 

\cs 

Factories  and 
Workshops 

No.  under  inspection 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by 

152 

Inspector 

2 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ... 

Some  half- 

1 

yearlv 

i6 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  (continued). 


Shop  Hours’  Act 

No.  of  shops  under  supervision  ... 

150 

Purveyors  of 

Milk 

No.  of 

lO 

Dairies 

No.  registered 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No-  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with 

Ai^proximate  no.  of  milking  cows  in 
District  

lO 

Ouartcrly 
None  by 
Council 

30 

Cowsheds 

No.  registered 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ... 

4 

None  by 
Council 
Half-\earlv- 

1. edging-  Houses 

No.  on  Register 

No.  regularly  inspected  ... 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ... 

4 

4 

3 

Quarterly 

Food 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 
Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  con- 
sumption (meat  and  vegetables)  ... 
Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  un- 
fit for  consumption.  ... 

7 

358  lb. 

.^11  the 
above 

Food  and  Drugs 
Act 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

No.  of  samples  certified  genuine 

No.  of  samples  certified  adulterated  ... 

1 None  by 

j Council 

.\nimals  kept  so 
as  to  be  a 
Nuisance 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice 

1 

.'\ccumulation  oi 
Offensive  Refuse 

No.  of  removals 

5 

Clerical  Work 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  (verbal 
notices) 

103 

> 

(Signed)  J.  ABBOTT, 

Scanitary  Inspector. 


i6tli  Februaiy,  iQJb. 


TO  THE 

Evesham  Rural  District  Council. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  I-lealth  for 
the  year  1 925. 


Mr.  Ch.airman  and  Gentlemen, 

With  the  consent  of  the  County  Council  I was  on  the  6th 
March,  1926,  appointed  Medical!  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Evesham  Rural  District.  My  first  duty  is  to  refer  with  deep 
regret  to  the  death  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  G. 
H.  Fosbroke. 

Dr.  Fosbroke  was  appointed  on  the  26th.  August,  1873, 
as  Medical  Officer  for  the  Stratford-on-Avon  Combined 
Sanitary  District  which  included  your  area  and  for  52  years 
acted  as  Medical  Officer  for  your  District. 

Dr.  Fosbroke  was  a pioneer  in  the  Public  Health  Service 
and  his  influence  on  the  health  of  the  County  is  proved  in  a 
remarkable  degree  by  the  great  decrease  in  mortality  rates. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  require  the  Annual  Report  for 
1925  to  be  a Survey  Report  so  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
deal  as  far  as  I can  with  progress  made  in  the  last  five  years, 
and  to  indicate,  v.'here  necessary,  any  development  of  Public 
Health  Services. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 


Area  in  acres 

...  28,088 

Population,  Census  1921 

...  9,872 

Population,  estimated  1925 

...  10,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1921  ... 

-F444 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

1921  2.483 

Rateable  value  on  Agricultural  Land. 

£35,736  7 <•’ 

Houses,  Buildings,  etc. 

£34,963  15  6 

vSum  represented  by  a penny  rate  under 

the 

Housing  Acts 

...  €20  T 0 0 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  (iENERAL  CHARACTER 

OE  THE  AREA. 

The  Rural  District  of  Evesham  is  a centre  of  the  market 
gardening  industry . 


EXTRACT'S  I'ROM 


VITAL  STA'FISTICS  Oh'  THE  YEAR. 


Total. 

Male.  Female. 

( Legitimate 
Births  1 

...  163 

84 

79  1 

> Birth-rate 

16.4 

( Illegitimate 

6 

2 

4* 

Deaths 

...  97 

47 

50  Death-rate  9.6 

Number  of  women 

dying  in, 

) Erom 

sepsis 

Nil 

or  in  consequence 

of  Childbirth 

/ M 

other  causes 

I 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  i,ooo  births  ...  30 

Legitimate  5.  Illegitimate  Nil.  Total  5. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ■■■  i 

,,  „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  2 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  Nil 


The  amount  of  Poor-Law  Relief;  the  extent  to^  which 
hospital  and  other  forms  of  gratuitous  medical  relief  are 
utilized. 

The  Ministry  require  certain  information  under  the  above 
heading  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  informs  me  that  in  respect 
of  Poor-Law^  Relief  this  expenditure  can  only  be  given  for 
the  Area  of  the  Evesham  Union  which  includes  Evesham 
Boroueh,  Evesham  Rural  District  and  Pebworth  Rural 
District,  and  to  divide  the  yearly  cost  between  the  three 
Authorities  would  take  a staff  of  Clerks  several  weeks.  With 
respect  to  the  question  of  Hospital  and  other  forms  of 
gratuitous  medical  relief,  the  only  voluntary  hospital  in  the 
district  is  the  Evesham  Hospital,  which  has  been  full  during 
the  whole  year  and  many  cases  have  been  brought  and  treated 
at  the  Poor-Law  Institution,  that  would  not  have  been  sent 
there  had  Hospital  a(  commodation  been  available  either  at 
Evesham  or  Worcester 

During  the  last  five  years  no  causes  of  sickne^  or  invalidity 
have  been"  specially  noteworthy  in  the  area.  Conditions  ot 
occupation  or  environment  do  not  appear  to  have  nacl  a 
prejudicial  effect  on  health. 
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<'rENERAL  PR()\'ISIC)N  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

(a)  H()Spit..\l.s  I’kovided  or  Subsidi.sed  bv  the  Local 

Authority  or  tjie  County  Council. 

The  accommodation  is  the  same  as  that  for  the  Borough, 
and  is  detailed  on  page  4 of  this  report. 

(b)  and  (c)  i hese  are  the  same  as  those  for  the  Borougii 
and  are  detailed  on  ]iage  5 of  this  report. 

(d)  (.’linics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

As  your  district  is  Rural  in  character  there  are  no  Council 
Infant  Welfare  Centres,  School  Clinics  or  Tuberculosis  Dis- 
pensary and  no  day  Nuisery  has  been  established.  A Voluntary 
Committee  have  established  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre  at 
Broadway. 

A certain  number  of  cases  from  the  Evesham  Rural  District 
attend  the  Boroug'h  School  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

(e)  Public  LTealth  Staff. 

The  following  are  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the 
Council : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  G.  E.  Harthan,  B.A.,  Camb. 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor:  R.  J.  Atkinson,  M.Inst. 
M.  & C.E.,  C.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitarv  Inspector  and  Surveyor:  H.  Tabberer, 

C.R.S.I. 


(f)  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases,  e.g.  Measles,  etc. 


No  General  Nursing  Arrangements  are  made  under  the 
direction  of  the  County  Council  or  the  Rural  District  Council, 
but  the  following  is  a list  of  the  Voluntary  Nursing  Associa- 
tions in  your  area  which  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing 
Association : — ■ 


Associations. 


Parishes  taken. 


Bretforton. 

Harvington. 

Broadway. 

Badsey. 

The  Lenches. 


Bretforton.  Church  Honeybourne. 
Harvington,  Norton  and  Lenchwick. 
Broadway. 

Aldington,  Badsey,  Wickhamford. 

Church  Lench,  Rous  Lench,  Abbots  Lench. 


Collectively  these  Associations  employ  5 District  Nurses 
each  of  whom  undertakes  General  Nursing, ^Midwifery  work, 
and  also  visits  school  children,  infants  and  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 
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For  the  three  latter  services  the  total  amount  of  the 
County  Council  j^rant  to  the  Associations  is  £200  per  annum. 

(g)  Midwives. 

There  are  7 midwives  practising  in  your  area  and  this 
number  includes  5 district  nurses. 

All  the  midwives  together  with  the  midwifery  work  of  the 
District  Nurses  is  supervised  by  the  Countv  Council.  One  of 
the  midwives  receives  a special  grant  of  £10  per  annum,  as 
without  this  financial  help  she  is  unable  to  earn  a living  wage. 

From  the  County  Reports  it  would  appear  that  the  work- 
above  referred  to  is  satisfactorily  performed  and  no  scarcity 
of  midwives  exists. 

(h)  Chemical  Work. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  Sbirehall.  Worcester,  where  diphtheria  antitoxin 
and  other  sera  or  vaccines  are  issued. 

(i)  Legislation  in  Force. 

The  foillowing  is  a list  of  the  Adoptive  Acts,  etc.,  in  force 
in  the  District,  and  the  dates  when  they  were  adopted  ; 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

1st.  December  1891.  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act, 
1890,  the  whole  Act. 

1st.  December  1891.  The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act, 
1890,  Sections  16,  17,  18.  19.  21.  23,  25,  26.  28.  32.  33. 
47,  48  and  49. 

25th.  October  1910.  The  Public  Health  Act  .-kmendment  Act, 
1907,  Part  IF,  Sections  15,  16,  17.  23,  24,  23  and  33. 

Part  HI.,  Sections  24,  25,  26.  27,  28,  43,  44,  45, 
and  49. 

Part  IV.,  the  whole. 

Part  HI.,  Sections  29,  40,  41  and  42  shall  also  be  in 
force  in  the  Parishes  of  Badsey,  Broadway.  Great 
and  Little  Hampton,  North  and  Middle  Littleton, 
and  South  Littleton. 

LOCAL  ('tOVERNMENT  BOARD  ORDERS. 

i8th  March  1908.  Public  Health  Act  1875,  Section  169. 

second  paragraph,  which  for  the  pun^ose  therein 
mentioned,  incorporates  the  provisions  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Clauses  Act  1847,  T^spect  to 

slaughterhouses;  Section  169.  third  paragraph  and 
Section  170  for  the  parish  of  .-Mdington  only. 
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i8th.  Mai'ch  1908.  The  Public  Plealth  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890,  Sections  29,  30  and  31  for  parishes  of  Aldington, 
Badsey,  Bretforton,  Broadway,  Cleeve  Prior,  Har- 
vington,  Offenham,  and  Rous  Lench  only. 

29th.  September  1911.  The  Public  Plealth  Act  1875,  Section 
45  for  parish  of  Great  and  Little  Plampton  only. 

29th.  July  1913.  Private  Street  Works  Act  1892,  except  so 
far  as  relate  to  the  sewering  of  streets,  for  certain 
streets  in  Badsey. 

19th.  August  1913.  The  Public  Health  Act  1875,  Section  160  as 
incorporated  the  provisions  of  the  Towns  Improve^ 
menfc  Clauses  Act  1847  for  parish  of  Great  and  Little 
Hampton  only. 


BYELAWS. 

29th.  August  1895.  Nuisances. 

29th.  July  1908.  Slaughterhouses. 

24th  December  1908.  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

4th.  September  1899.  Regulations  under  Contagious  Disease 
(Animals)  Act  1886  and  the  Dairies,  (Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders  1885 — 1889. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

As  I have  so  recently  been  appointed  Medical  Officer  for 
the  area  it  is  not  practicable  for  me  to  give  in  this  report  the 
full  details  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  as  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  ha?  made  a comprehensive  report  on  these 
matters  I refer  you  to  the  appendix  where  his  report  will  be 
seen. 


HOUSING. 

The  following  Table  is  supplied  *nie  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  gives  information  on  this  subject:  — 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  vear : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 

(b)  ) ...  ■■  78 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ..  ...  47 

(iij  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  3[ 
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1.  — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection,  (i)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  11 

We  have  now'  practically  a complete  record  of  this 
district. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ii 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  None 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Form.m. 

Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authoiity  or  their  officers  ...  •.  4 

3.  —Action  Under  Statutory  Powers. 

A Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925; 

(1)  Number  of  dw'elling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owmers  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  None 
B Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  w'ere  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  •••  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  w^hich  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

(a)  By  Owners  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owmers  ...  None 
C Proceedings  under  Sections  n,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(i)  Number  of  representations  made  wdth  a view' 
to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  n 

(2'  Number  "of  dwelliing  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  w'ere  made  ...  ...  b 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  the 
dwellings  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  i 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...None 

but  2 were 
demolished 
and  2 
demolished 
and  rebuilt 

(5j  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ..  None 

Other  Closing  Orders  are  left  in  abeyance  until  more 
houses  are  erected. 

Two  houses  at  Hampton  were  closed.  The  owner  appealed 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  his  appeal  was  dismissed. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County 
Police.  All  Food  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses  are_  under  the 
supervision  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  are  visited  both 
periodically  and  promiscuously. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  refer  any  nuisance  to  H.M. 
Inspector  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  causes  of  death  during  1925, 
viz.  : — 


Causes  of  Death 
(Civilians  only). 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Measles 

I 



I 

Whooping-  Cough  

1 

I 

2 

Influenza 

— 

2 

Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

1 

I 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Heart  Disease 

0 

13 

22 

Bronchitis 

3 

6 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

2 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Duodenum 

I 



I 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

I 

— 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

T 

4 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parturi- 
tion 

! 

I 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

2 

— ’ 

2 

Suicide  ... 

T 

I 

- 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

3 

I 

j 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

6 

1 2 

18 

Causes  Ill-defined  or 

Unknown 

— 

I 

1 

Totals 

47 

50 

97 

24 


'riTBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 

The  Scheme  supervised  by  the  County  Council  applies  to 
this  area  and  local  cases  are  sent  either  to  Sanatoria  or  receive 
Dispensary  and  home  supervision  as  may  be  advised. 

Complete  co-operation  exists  between  the  County  and 
District  Authorities. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Section  62 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1925. 

VENEREAL,  DISEASES. 

The  facilities  afforded  by  the  County  Scheme  are  available 
but  by  reason  of  secrecy  imposed  no  information  exists  as  to 
the  prevalence  of  this  disease  in  the  District. 

Cases  can  attend  at  five  centres,  the  nearest  being  at  the 
Worcester  Infirmary,  where  clinics  are  held  for  women  on 
Wednesdays  at  2.15  p.m.  and  Saturdays  at  3.15  p.m.,  and  for 
men  on  Wednesdays  at  3.15  p.m.  and  Saturdays  at  2.15  p.m. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 
These  are  given  in  the  following  Fable,  viz.;  — 


Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Chickenpox. 

Cases  Deaths.  Cases.  Deaths.  Cases.  Deaths. 


Under 

I year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I — 2 

years 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

' — 

3—4 

, , ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-6 

,, 

I 



— 

— 

' 

__ 

7-8 

, , ... 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

y — 10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 I — 15 

> » • • • 

] 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 — 20 

> j • • ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 — 35 

, , ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

I 

3(J— 45 

, , ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

46—65 

> » ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

4 

— 

I 

— 

2 

— 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  four  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  as  under,  viz., 
January  one,  August  one,  November  one,  and  December  one. 
Three  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and 
the  fourth  case  was  isolated  at  home. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

'Fhe  solitary  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  April  and 
the  patient  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

Smallpox. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

IDuring  the  past  year  the  District  has  been  remarkably 
free  from  infectious  disease,  no  case  of  the  above  named 
Diseases  being  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  age  incidence  of  the  i6 
cases  notified  • — 


Cases  Notified.  Deaths. 

Age  Groups.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non -Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  i year  ...  — — — — — — — — 

I — 5 years  — — i — — • — — — 

6 — lo  ,,  — — ■ — — — — — — 

II  — 15  ,,  — I ■ — — ■ — — — — 

16 — 20  ,,  — I — — — — — — 

21 — 25  ,,  22  — T I ^ — — — 

26—35  ,,  1 I — — I 2 ■ — — 

36—45  I — — — _ , _ _ 

46 — 55  ,,  2 2 1 — 2 — — — 

56—65  ____  ____ 

66  and  upwards  — — — — — — — i 

Totals  ...  6 7 2 I 4 3 — I 


Number  of  Non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  ...  2 

Total  number  of  Tuberculosis  deaths  ...  ...  8 

SCHOOL  CLOSED  DURIHG  1925. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  following  School 
during  the  year  : — 

School.  Closed  from  Until  Cause 

Gt.  Hampton.  27  July.  After  Aug-ust  Holidays.  Whooping-  Cough. 

I append  the  report  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Atkinson  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  HART  HAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Evesham  Rural  District. 

County  Public  Health  Offices, 

29,  Foregate  Street, 

— Worcester. 

Aprih  1926. 
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Evesham  Rural  District  Council. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1925. 


Mr.  Chairm.an  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1925. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Tlie  villages  of  Aldington,  Badsey,  Bretforton,  Church 
lloneybourne.  Cleeve  Prior,  Hampton,  Harvington.  The 
Littletons,  ffffenham,  Sedgeberrow  and  Wickhamford  obtain 
their  water  supplies  from  the  Evesham  and  Pebworth  (Joint) 
Water  Committee.  The  springs  are  situated  at  Stanway,  Broad- 
way and  Buckland.  'J'he  yield  of  the  springs  is  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district.  Only  lead  sendee  pipes 
are  allowed  to  be  used  underground  o\ving  to  galvanized  iron 
being  unsatisfactor)' . It  has  been  found  that  the  latter  rapidly 
corrode  away  in  Ihe  clay  subsoil,  thus  causing  a large  amount 
of  waste  and  risk  of  pollution.  There  is  no  danger  of  con- 
tamination by  lead.  The  population  served  by  these  springs 
is  approximately  6,Soo  and  the  number  of  houses  about  1,500. 

The  village  of  Broadway  has  its  own  supply  from  springs 
on  the  Cotswold  Hills.  Arrangements  are  made  by  which  a 
supply  can  be  drawn  from  the  Evesham  and  Pebworth  (Joint) 
Committee  mains  in  case  of  necessity.  Prior  to  the  year  under 
review  it  was  necessary  to  draw  very  extensively  from  the 
Joint  Committee’s  supply.  This  was  owing  to  a large  amount 
of  waste  taking  place  due  to  defective  galvanized  iron  service 
pipes.  I made  an  e.xhaustive  survey  of  the  village  and  found 
several  defective  pipes  which  were  repaired,  since  when  it  has 
scarcely  been  necessarv  to  augment  the  supply  from  the  other 
source.  Population  1,860.  Approximate  number  of  houses  400. 

The  new  housing  scheme  at  this  village  (36  houses)  is 
supplied  from  the  Joint  M’ater  Committee’s  Buckland  supply. 

The  Chadburv  portion  of  Norton  is  supplied  by  the 
Evesham  Corporation.  The  village  of  Norton  has  a pumping- 
supply  and  this  is  the  only  jilace  where  water  ha.s  to  be  ]uimped. 
Lenchwick  is  supplied  from  private  wells.  Population  of  the 
whole  parish  470. 

Rous  Lench.  Church  Lcnch,  .'\bbots  Tench  and  .\1ch 
Tench  receive  their  water  supplies  from  private  wells.  Popu- 
lation about  600. 
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Generally  the  district  is  well  supplied  with  the  exception  of 
Norton,  where  there  is  a standpost  supply.  Services  cannot 
be  laid  into  the  houses  until  a larger  main  is  laid  from  the 
reservoir. 

It  was  necessary  to  instal  a new  5 h.j).  engine  at  the  Norton 
Water  Works  during  the  year. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  does  net  appear  to  be  any  serious  pollution  of  rivers 
and  streams. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Badsey  is  properly  sewered  and  has  an  efficient  sewage 
disposal  works  consisting  of  a septic  tank  and  three  filter  beds, 
the  sewage  being  distributed  by  revoilving  sprinklers.  As 
reported  last  year,  it  would  be  desirable  to  lay  a sewer  along 
the  Bretforton  Road  to  pick  up  the  drainage  from  about  40 
houses^,  but  the  cost  is  prohibitive  as  the  sewer  would  be  over 
20  feet  deep. 

You  decided  to  improve  the  sewage  disposal  works  at 
South  Littleton,  the  work  to  be  spread  over  a period  of  three 
years.  A new  effluent  drain  has  been  laid  from  the  brook  to  the 
filters,  and  new  filter  beds  will  be  made  during  the  coming 
year. 

Broadway  is  efficiently  sewered  and  has  proper  sewage 
disposal  works  on  the  Broad  Irrigation  principle. 

Hampton  sewage  is  dealt  with  at  Evesham  Corporation’s 
sewage  disposal  works  by  agreement. 

Offenham  has  broad  irrigation  works,  but  the  brick- 
carriers  re(4uire  attention.  These  will  be  dealt  with  at  an  early 
date. 

Cleeve  Prior  is  a village  which  should  be  sewered.  The 
only  means  of  drainage  is  a drain  in  the  village  street  which  is 
not  sufficient  to  take  sewage.  There  are  several  w.c.’s  con- 
nected to  it. 

Aldington,  Bretforton,  Church  Honeybourne,  Church 
Lendl,  Rous  Lench.  North  and  Middle  Littketon,  Norton  and 
Lenchwick,  Sedgeberrow  and  Wickhamford  have  no  disposal 
works.  The  sewage  at  these  places  discharges  into  ditches 
which  are  cleaned  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen. 

Harvington  is  sewered.  The  owner  of  the  land  on  which 
the  sewage  discharges  strongly  objects  to  it,  as  it  is  spoiling 
his  meadow.  I am  afraid  it  will  be  necessarv  to  incur  consider^ 
able  expenditure  here  within  the  next  twelve  months. 


28 


SURFACE  WATER  DRAINAGE. 

New  surface  wat.-r  drains  were  laid  at  Sedgeberrow  and 
Hampton  to  pi  event  flooding.  During'  the  coining  year  similar 
drains  will  have  to  be  laid  at  North  l^ittleton. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMO D.VnON. 

The  houses  in  villages  which  are  sewered  have  W.C.'s 
generally  but  there  are  still  a few  privies  in  the  villages  of 
Broadway  and  Badsey.  These  are  gradually  being  abolished 
and  W.C.’s  provided.  The  policy  of  the  Council  is  to  have 
privies  abolished  when  possible. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  Council  do  not  remove  house  refuse  or  nightsoil. 
A scheme,  however,  has  been  prepared  to  remove  the"  refuse 
from  Hampton.  Arrangements  had  been  made  to  remove  the 
refuse  fortnightly  and  tenders  were  invited  for  the  haulage, 
but  the  question  was  raised  as  to  carting  over  a private  road  to 
the  tip. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  this  will  be  settled  and  that  you  will 
obtain  the  privilege  of  using  the  road  in  question  as  it  is  most 
desirable  that  refuse  should  be  moved  by  the  Council. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  Council  to  take  over  the 
“tip’  at  Broadway,  where  a serious  nuisance  usually  occurs 
in  summer.  I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  CounciJ  should 
undertake  the  removal  of  refuse  at  this  village. 


SAN  IT  ARY  I N SPECTTON . 

A summary  setting  out  the  nuisances  discovered  and 
abated  is  appended. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

There  arc  no  factories  in  the  district,  therefore  there  are 
no  smoke  nuisances. 


SCHOOI.S. 

The  schools  appear  to  be  in  a fairly  satisfactory  state  from 
a sanitary  ])oint  of  view.  Harvington  School  has  been  e.xtended 
during  the  year  and  extensions  are  contemplated  at  Hamilton 
.School. 


HOUSING. 

.•\s  usual  th.e  housing  problem  received  considerable 
attention. 

Thirty  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  at  Broadway. 
I’liey  are  all  occupied. 
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Fourteen  were  l)uilt  at  Dffenham  and  arc  now  occupied. 

A scheme  lor  8 houses  at  Aldington  is  in  progress,  tliree 
of  wliich  are  completed  and  occupied. 

Six  honsc^^  are  in  course  of  erection  at  Church  Lench. 

A site  has  been  purchased  at  Hampton  for  14  houses,  12 
are  to  be  erected  at  Harvington,  8 at  Bretforton,  12  at  North 
Littleton.  10  at  Norton  and  6 at  Badsey.  It  is  hoped  to  complete 
these  before  the  end  of  September.  1926.  Sites  are  already 
in  the  possession  of  the  Council  at  Bretforton.  Norton  and  for 
six  at  Harvingrton,  and  negotiations  are  proceeding-  for  sites 
at  Badsey.  North  T.ittleton.  and  for  a further  6 houses  at 
Harving-ton. 

As  this  is  a survey  report  it  might  be  appropriate  to  give 
the  number  of  houses  built  up-to-date  by  the  Council,  together 
wdth  the  A^arious  parishes  in  which  they  have  been  erected. 


Particulars  show  in 

g number  of  houses  erected 

since  1912,  together  with  the  Parishes. 

Parish. 

Houses  Erected. 

.A.lding-ton  ... 

3 

Badsey 

24 

Bretforton  ... 

32 

Broadway  ... 

c)6 

Church  Honeybourne 

12 

Cleeve  Prior 

...  12 

Hampton 

16 

Harving-ton 

16 

North  and  Middle  Littleton 

34 

Norton 

22  f (includes  2 existing-  houses 

1 Iturchased  by  Council) 

Offenham  ... 

43  (includes  3 existing-  ditto) 

South  Littleton 

16 

Wickhamford 

14 

340 

Assuming  that  an  average  of  4.5  people  occupy  each  house 
and  that  the  estimated  population  is  10,200.  about  one-seventh 
of  the  population  reside  in  houses  erected  by  the  Council. 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  above  figures  Broadway, 
which  has  a population  of  1,860,  has  had  96  houses,  Offenham 
with  a population  of  765 — 43  houses,  and  North  and  Middle 
Littleton  with  a population  of  only  471  have  had  34  houses. 

Tw’elve  applications  for  loans  under  the  .Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Acts  and  Housing  Acts  were  received. 
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Good  work  has  been  accomplished  in  dealing  with  defective 
houses. 

Two  houses  at  Broadway  were  demolished. 

1 wo  were  taken  down  and  rebuilt. 

One  was  made  fit  for  habitation  after  a closing  order  had 
been  served. 

One  was  made  fit  for  habitation  without  serving  a closing 
order. 

One  is  being  made  fit  for  habitation  voluntarily. 

Closing  (trders  were  issued  in  respect  of  three  houses  at 
Hampton,  two  ol  which  are  now  unoccupied. 

Three  houses  at  Harvington  which  were  closed  some  years 
ago  have  been  converted  into  one  good  house,  while  a closing 
order  was  issued  in  resjject  of  a hovel  used  as  a dwelling  at 
Norton,  which  order  has  been  complied  with. 

During  the  year  Dr.  Morgan  paid  a visit  on  behajf  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  inquire  into  the  sanitary  administra- 
tion of  the  district.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  he  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  Council’s  standard  in  .sanitary  administra- 
tion in  general  and  housing  in  particular  was  a high  one. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  very  serious  overcrowding, 
but  there  are  many  instances  where  two  families  live  in  one 
house.  When  your  present  programme  is  completed  this 
trouble  will  be  alleviated  to  a considerable  extent. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  is  good.  Some  of  the 
villages  being  modem.  Hampton  and  Wickhamford  for 
instance.  Broadway  and  some  of  the  other  villages  are  com- 
posed of  very  old  houses.  The  principal  defects  are  rooms 
being  very  low.  want  of  proper  food  store  and  defective  lighting 


and  ventilation. 

There  are  no  back-to-back  bouses. 

Plans  approved  during  1925  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  prirate  enterprise  ...  31 

Number  of  subsidy  houses  erected  by  private 
enterprise  ...  ... 

Total  number  of  houses  erected  in  the  district  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  78 


31 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

'I'here  are  37  Cow  keepers,  Dairymen,  etc.,  registered. 
The  dairies  were  found  clean  as  were  churns,  etc. 

I only  know  of  one  farm  in  the  district  which  is  perfect 
in  all  respects.  The  principal  defect  at  most  farms  is  the  yards 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  cowsheds.  These  are  generally  covered 
with  manure,  but  as  I mentioned  this  in  my  last  two  Annual 
Reports  I need  not  repeat  what  I stated  then. 

Six  notices  to  limewash.  etc.,  were  issued  and  the  work 
w-as  carried  out. 

One  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notihed  and  the  cow  was 
slaughtered. 

No  application  for  a license  to  sell  grade  A milk  was 
received. 

The  following  defects  were  remedied : — 

Premises  not  limtwashed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  cow^shed  floors  ...  ...  ...  2 


MEAT. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.  In  Dec. 

1925.  1925. 

Registered  Slaughter  houses  ••  5 4 3 

Licensed  do.  ...  — — i 


5 4 4 


The  slaughter  houses  are  situated  at  Aldington,  Broadway, 
Harvington  and  Rous  Lench.  Structural  alterations  were 
effected  at  my  request  after  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regular 
tions  1924  came  into  force.  All  the  slaughter  houses  are  now 
in  good  structural  condition. 

Printed  notices  are  issued  by  the  Council  to  each  Butcher 
who  fills  in  the  date  and  time  of  slaughter  and  returns  them  to 
me  and  tKe  slaughter  houses  are  visited  as  often  as  possible. 
In  a rural  area  it  is  impossible  to  visit  every  time  slaughtering 
is  done. 
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1 have  not  found  any  meat  unfit  for  food.  It  has  always 
been  of  excellent  quality.  Imported  meat,  too,  has  been  g-oo'd, 
compared  with  two  or  three  years  ago,  when  I had  to  condemn 
several  carcases  of  mutton. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

The  bakehouses  generally  are  kept  clean,  the  only  defects 
I found  were  an  accumulation  of  refuse  near  a bakehouse  and 
one  where  there  was  no  W.C.  accommodation.  These  matters 
w^ere  attended  to  by  the  occupiers  after  their  attention  was 
drawn  to  them. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  district  has  been  comparatively  free  from  the  ordinary 
notifiable  infectious  diseases.  This,  however,  will  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  houses  disinfected  : 

After  Cancer  ...  ...  2 

,,  Scarlet  Fever  ...  2 

,,  Tuberculosis  ...  6 

,,  Diphtheria  ...  2 

,,  Measles  ...  ...  2 

Others  ...  ...  1 

Total  15 

Hampton  School  was  disinfected  after  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  and  Littleton  School  after  Chicken  Fox. 

The  method  of  disinfection  is  to  spray  the  rooms  with 
formalin  and  afteiuvards  fumigate  with  formalin  vapour. 

Disinfectant  is  supplied  gratis  in  all  cases  where  infectious 
diseases  occur 

The  disinfecting  is  always  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
employees. 


PRIVATE  STREETS. 

The  private  streets  at  Hampton  which  are  in  a deplorable 
state  have  not  yet  been  dealt  with.  The  owners  refuse  to  do 
anything  so  that  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  put  the  Private 
Streets  Works  Act  into  force.  As  you  are  aware  plans  are 
being  prepared. 
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1 thank  you  for  your  hearty  co-operation  and  support 
throughout  what  has  been  a very  busy  year. 

I cannot  conclude  this  report  without  referring  to  the  loss 
the  Council  and  department  have  suffered  in  the  death  of  Dr. 
Fosbroke  v/ho  held  the  position  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
about  50  years.  Dr.  Fosbroke  was  a Chief  for  whom  I had 
the  greatest  admiration.  He  did  some  sterling  work.  He  had 
a most  intimate  knowledge  of  the  district  and  people  and  I am 
sure  he  must  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  Council 
when  you  embarked  on  your  first  housing  schemes.  The 
Council,  largely  through  his  influence,  have  adopted  every  Act 
of  Parliament  which  a Rural  Authority  can  adopt. 

I am  sure  the  Council  and  the  officials  generally  miss  him 
very  much. 

1 gratefully  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  I always 
receive  from  Mr.  Wadams,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

REGINALD  J.  ATKINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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EVESHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1025. 


Infectious 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifi- 

Disease- 

able  disease 

15 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c-,  dis- 

infected  or  destroyed 

15 

Houses  (Housing, 

No.  of  houses  erected 

78 

Town  Plan- 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ... 

I I 

ning,  &c.,  Act, 

H)0()). 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 
No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the 

I I 

Local  Authority 

5 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became 

operative 

3 

No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied 

without  Closing  Orders 

4 

No.  of  houses  demolished 

2 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  repaved  ... 

I 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ... 

I 

Moveable  Dwell- 

No.  observed 

4 

ings,  Caravans, 
&c. 

House-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid  ... 

93 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  ... 

3 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ... 

57 

No.  of  house-drains  tested 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises 

85 

inspected  ...  

10 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified 

3 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied 

4 

with  water 

3 

Privies  and  Ash- 

No-  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted 

pits. 

to  W.C.’s 

No.  repaired 

14 

2Q 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation  

No.  abated  ... 

I 

1 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk  ... 

1 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks 

1 

during  year 

78 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for 

analysis 

3 

No.  of  houses  erected  or  rebuilt,  for 

78 

which  water  certificates  were  given 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered 

No.  licensed  ...  

3 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired 

3 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ... 
Are  Byelaws  in  force  thoroughly  carried 

\\  eckly 

Yes 

out 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  (continued). 


Factories  and 

Workshops. 

No.  under  in.spection 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with 
as  nuisances 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected  ... 

114 

2 

As  often  as 
possible 

25 

Purveyors  of 

Milk. 

No.  of  

25 

Dairies. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders 
and  Byelaws  dealt  with 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ... 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in 
District 

37 

8 

As  often  as 
possible 

450 

Cowsheds. 

No.  registered 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

32 

Annually 

-Animals  kept  so 
as  to  be  a 
Nuisance. 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice 

4 

.Accumulation  of 
Offensive 

Refuse. 

No.  of  removals 

3 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served 

55 

REMARKS: 


OTHER  NUISANCES  ABATED. 

Defective  water  fitting's  causing  dampness  ...  ...  ...  lo 

Houses  flooded  ...  ...  ...  i 

Defective  rainwater  gutters  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sewers  blocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Offensive  ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cesspools  abolished  and  houses  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  3 


(Signed)  REGINALD  J.  ATKINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


24th  March,  1926. 
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I 


